Editor,
At the outset, we appreciate the group of eminent practitioners who have read our article with interest. Regarding the queries raised, we would like to stress on the fact that we have mentioned both in introduction and beginning of the discussion that renal Echinococcosis is primarily caused by the larval form.
Secondary or primary involvement of kidney is through hematogenous spread or through portal system into the liver and retroperitoneal lymphatics by a hydatid embryo (oncosphere) and not by the cyst perse.
Hence, the sentence, ''cysts pass through the portal system into the liver and retroperitoneal lymphatics to reach the kidneys'' has been overlooked by us as the author of the reference (2) has wrongly quoted which we came to know when we retrieved their cross-reference for this point.
